Ambulance restocking could violate federal law, despite safe harbor.
A proposed rule to create safe harbors for EDs that restock ambulances was published by the Office of the Inspector General, but EDs are still at risk for violations. Even common practices such as providing free food, waiving education tuition, and restocking ambulance supplies could violate federal anti-kickback laws. Violations of the anti-kickback statute place a hospital at risk of losing its Medicare status. The proposed rule gives EDs seven criteria to qualify for safe harbors for ambulance restocking.